44        FROM PRIVATE TO FIELD-MARSHAL
Another appointment which occasionally devolved upc me, in the absence of the permanent holder, was that i station staff officer, in which capacity I served under S Power Palmer and Sir George Luck, who respectively he^ temporary command of the Rawal Pindi district. For tw years I was also secretary of the district assault-at-arn committee. My hands were therefore fairly full, but by proper adjustment of work I was able to take a share < regimental duties, as well as find sufficient leisure to qualiJ in two more languages, Punjabi and Pushtu, thus makir five in all.
Pushtu resembles Persian in many ways, but the colloqui is difficult. I failed in it at my first attempt, partly becau; I had the misfortune to miss the train which was to take n to Peshawar for the examination, and had to travel all nigl in the guard's van of a luggage train in order to presei myself at the appointed hour ; and chiefly because the wil man, a Mohmand, whom the examiners produced to conver: with me, launched out into a long dissertation about tl Christian belief in the Trinity. Not understanding in tl least what he was talking about I made all kinds of wil and incorrect guesses in the endeavour to keep up tl conversation, with the result that I was hopelessly ploughe* Six months' further study, plus a new munshi, enabled n to pass with flying colours. In 1920 this munshi, Ziaud-Di by name, sent his son to call on me when the latter, a yout of about twenty years of age, came to London to study la\
The pecuniary rewards given by the Indian Governmei for passing examinations in these languages was little moj than sufficient to pay expenses, but this little was not t be despised for it helped to keep my head, financially, abo\ water. Having established some reputation as a linguis I was able to make a contract with my munshis to pay fixed sum on passing instead of the customary monthl wage irrespective of passing. When studying Punjabi m only spare time was before 8 A.M. and after 5 P.M., and i order that the munshi might be on the spot when require I lodged him in the compound with the other natives of m household, and told him that he might call me as earl as he liked for our first lesson, Determined to earn h: and scramble iny, with the result that the fight did  be made prisoner and tried by court-martial.    The puni;
